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24th October 2020 

 

 

Press Release: 

Purge-victim deputy chief police officer Kabakçıoğlu found dead in a quarantine cell in a 

Turkish prison. 

 

On 13 April, the Turkish Parliament passed a law it enabled the early release of up to 90,000 

prisoners. But far too many people, including teachers, journalists, lawyers, police officers, 

army people, opposition politicians and activists, others who did not commit any crime 

other than being affiliated with groups the regime sees as political threats left behind the 

bars.1, 2 Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu, a deputy chief police officer,  was among the prisoners who 

were not released. Kabakçıoğlu was in prison for the last four years and was accused of 

donating 5 Turkish Liras ( less than one euro) to a charity organization3.  

 

Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu was put in a quarantine cell since he started coughing on August 20. 

Mustafa Kabakçıoğlu died in a solitary confinement cell in Gümüşhane Prison on August 29, 

2020, in Turkey 4. The prison officers reportedly found him sitting alone on a white plastic 

chair with his head dropped to the back. The pictures released after his death from his 

quarantine cell summarize the inhuman conditions of the prisons in Turkey.5 

 

    

 

In her efforts to defend human rights, Broken Chalk calls the Turkish authorities to investigate 

the case urgently, to find the truths behind Kabakçıoğlu's death. 

                                                      
1 https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/turkey-covid-19-prisoners-release/ 

2 https://theconversation.com/turkey-releasing-murderers-but-not-political-opponents-from-prison-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-136466 

3 https://pledgetimes.com/how-erdogan-has-his-opponents-penned-up-in-turkey/ 

4 https://galusaustralis.com/2020/10/1023558/fear-of-death-in-the-lonely-cell-how-erdogan-locked-up-his-opponents-in-turkey-politics/ 

5 https://www.boldmedya.com/2020/10/14/karantina-hucresinden-cenazesi-cikti-plastik-sandalyede-olum/  
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Turkey's Justice Ministry has been withholding information from the public about the numbers 

of COVID-19 patients in the country's prisons. Meanwhile, experts note that cases have been 

surging across correctional facilities, with both inmates and workers getting sick.6  

 

Today in Turkey's prison, according to the statement done by IHD, there are 1333 sick 

prisoners, 457 of which are in severe conditions.7 

 

We call all national/international human rights organizations and human rights defenders to 

stand against all Turkish prisons' inhuman treatments and not have the same experience.  

 

Kabakçıoğlu's death was not the first in Turkish prisons, but with your voice, it can be last. 

 

We call every one of you to raise your voice for the death of Kabakçıoğlu for preventing new 

cases happen in Turkey. 

 

Broken Chalk announces it to the public with due respect. 
 
Signed by 
Broken Chalk 

                                                      
6 https://www.duvarenglish.com/health-2/coronavirus/2020/10/13/turkish-justice-ministry-withholds-covid-19-data-on-prisoners/ 

7 https://m.bianet.org/bianet/insan-haklari/207245-ihd-hapishanelerde-457-si-agir-1333-hasta-mahpus-var 
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