
 

  

 

 

Factsheet – 4th cycle 

Universal Periodic Review of United Kingdom 
 

A. In the United Kingdom, a student’s university prospects and even whether they attend at 
all is hinged heavily upon their socioeconomic background, the school they attended and 
their geographical location. The countries top universities are highly socially selective, with 
studies showing that students from wealthier backgrounds and private schools are 
considerably more likely to gain a place in top institutions.  

 

B. The lack of school funding means that the onus is often put on parents to pick up the slack. 
Now that many schools can’t afford to supply things like free after-school activities and free 
lunch, the burden falls on the parents. This means that children from lower socio-economic 
backgrounds aren’t going to get as good an education as their wealthier peers. 

 

 

1. Give addition funds to schools to reduce the gap between lower socio-economic backgrounds students and their 
wealthier peers. 
 
2. Give more chance to the students with lower socio-economic backgrounds for them to gain admissions in to the 
universities.  
 
3. Support public schools to improve their e-learning platforms. 

 
 
 

 

 

Broken Chalk is an Amsterdam-based NGO established in 2020, focused on raising awareness on human rights 

violations in the educational field. Together with our international sponsors and partners, we aim to remove obstacles 

in education; contribute to the achievement of peace and tranquility in the society through adaptation studies in an 

environment of intercultural tolerance; prevent radicalism and polarization; and eliminate the opportunity gap in 

education for all.  

 

 

  

  

A. Socioeconomic 

barriers  

B. Wealth divide 

In 2018, the UK had 3 priorities when it comes to education: investment in the quality of education and teachers’ 
trainings, support educational reform that makes education more effective and inclusive, and finally support 
marginalised children, including disabled children.  

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 

CHALLENGES 

 

IMPACTS 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

In the previous review in 2017, the United Kingdom received 227 recommendations, of which 96 were accepted. 24% 

of the recommendations focused on reducing inequalities. The biggest issue in the British education system is the class 

and wealth divide and the selectivity of the system based on socio-economic background.  
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 To access the full report please scan 
the QR code or visit the following 
link:  
https://brokenchalk.org/submissio
n-to-the-universal-periodic-review-
of-the-united-nations-human-
rights-council-united-kingdom/ 
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